Comparison of norfloxacin and pefloxacin in the prophylaxis of bacterial infection in neutropenic cancer patients.
In this study the efficacy of norfloxacin and pefloxacin for the antibacterial prophylaxis of granulocytopenia was compared in cancer patients following cytostatic treatment. A total of 136 patients was randomly selected to receive either norfloxacin or pefloxacin. Nineteen patients remained afebrile in the norfloxacin group compared with thirty one in the pefloxacin group (p = 0.045). Twenty four microbiologically documented infections (twelve with and twelve without bacteraemia) occurred in sixty seven patients taking norfloxacin, and twelve in sixty nine patients taking pefloxacin (five with and seven without bacteraemia) (p = 0.015). Only one infection caused by Gram-negative bacilli was observed in the pefloxacin group compared with seven in the norfloxacin group (p = 0.019). In conclusion, both microbiological and clinical results showed pefloxacin to be a better antibacterial agent than norfloxacin for these patients.